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Hol land, June,
f  . ,  D e c e r n b e r ,

PEBtr.ORHM AUDIIJICE III,RROR L977 DAN-

perforned . Arosterd.an,-  l f  ew f  ork,  l l .
appe l '

S .  # L t
at
at

r d e
P .

L977
L977

r n s t a l l a t i o n ' o ^ o o  o  o o e t e d , a r r d i e n c e .  B e h i n d  t h e  p e r f (  r g  t b el f f i a c e s a s e a t e d ' . a u d i e n c e . B e b i n d t h e p e r f o r m e r r c o v e r i r
t . i i -"" i i"-Cp*aiier to the ito"t"r vie"-oi the sbated audience), is a
nirror ref lect ing the audience.

Proceedure :
Sitif=iff ine perforner looks in tbe general direction of the audierrce'
Ee begine "  "5i i i i ; ; ; ;  a""E" ipGig"-oi  t te external  movenents ancl  tbe
at t i tudes  he  be l leves  are  " ig " i r i "d -by  tb is  behav io r  fo r  about  !  m inu tee .
The audience hears the perioi:rer and Lees a nnirror-view reverse to the
per fo rmer r  s  v iew.
Sl1On A: Tb.e perforner continues facing the audience. Looking- directly al;
rhem. h€ conti;;;;; i ;td;;;; ib;"-tn"i" Exiernal bebavior for about ! rnintti;ee
( S e e ' O b s e r v a t i o n  2 .  )
STAGE ] :  fUe i l i fot i ""  faces the mirror (Uts back-being turned'  to the aucl-
ience) .  For  about  5  n inu te" -u" -cont inuo" i i i  a "scr ibes  [ i s  f ron t  bodyrs
cestures ani t  the at t i tudes- i l -n" i -s igniry:-He,]"^ lT:"  to t rove about,  to

:; i l$""ui"*ai" i*r"" rerati ie to" t l" '^ir ior, in order to better see as-
pec ts  o f  b i s  body rs  ,o r " r " r i s . -wnen-ne  sees 'and  desc r ibes  h i s . f ron t r  t be
;; ; i ;" ;r" ,- i i """eely, Bees i l i ; 'uaEr-(and their front).  Tbe performer is
lacing the ".*"-ai l6ct ioo,.=-th; " '*dieoc"r seeing the Eame nirror-view'
The audience 

^iu"*i i i -"""-C[u"- losit ion of) the perfornesr s eyes'
SnACn-+j ln" perforn"t-"u*iitr"' ir.,"rr"a, facing tle mirror. For about ,
ninutes be observes ""o " i l t i l tgGiy d"sc"ibes the audience wbo he cRn
see nirror-";;;;;;i f;r-sliAeii-t-(tteir rigbt and reft now beins tbe aane
aB nis).  Ee freely novgs;;; ; t  r" i" l ioe to"ine nirror in order to view
different aspects of tbe i"ai""" i is behavior. Eis cbange of posit ion
produces a cnanging visuai-; ;" ;p;cl i rr" 

- t tnicU 
is corresfondingly ref lected

in the deecript ion. rhe .r iai i i l i ; ; - ; i ;"  "urr i"" f ixed; they ar-e not (con-
#";; ;" ; ; ;)  l ree to nove-i ; ; ;- in" i"  seatr in relat ion to the mirror cov-
ering the iront etaging area'

i f f i ; " u 9 e o f a . n i r r o r t h e a u d i e n c e i e a b } e t o i n s t a n t a n e o u s 1 y
Derceive i tself  q9 a puuri^c' i ' """-(";- ;- ; ; i iy) '  offsett ing i ts def ini t ion
6y the p""roii-ur(i"-ai""oii"!)l-tit"-ri""o" biio*e tbe audience an equal
and equivalent posit ig+ within the performance'
Z. In STAGE Z, tne audience sees i tsef i-rui f"el"a- pf the nirror instant-
aneouely, ,"Ui ie- in"-p"t io"r"r is "or*urr i"- ; ; ;-ef ignt iy aelqJed ald foI low-
ing, as they'ii"-r""6;i;r a co"titt"orrs temp-oral f-orward' flow-
11his effects c"o"" and'effect interprei"t i""  for thl  audience' Firstt  a
Derson in  tbe audience " " . " -u i t ; ; i i - ; " ; ; ; ; i i " ; i t '  - ( lsub iect ive lv '  )  per-

ie ived by.b ineel f ,  ner t .ne-nears n inse l i - i ; ; ; ; i ted. ' rob i6ct ive l r i  ( 'subJ-

ectively, ) i '- iE",i"-or thE ;;; i;;; i l ;-;e;;: i i i : l :^rhe srigbtlv aelavecr
verbar descript ion by the pbrforr 'er oveiraps-,/undercuts tbe-present (fur ly

Dresent) nirror view * "rr"ail;;;-;;rb";-;i-"-'oi--trinsetf and bf tne eollect-
ive audience; i t  rnay i"r i i "ace-nis rur lr ter interpretat ion of what be B€€Eo
cause and effect reiation"-."" iurther ;;;p1-i;a!'ea when menbers of the

audience (because tbey """ """ " ta u" """o'on the nirror by other nenbers
of the audience) attenpt-to inf luen"" ( iu"o"en "v" contact,  gestures, etc'

the bebavior of otber,auai ince-nember", *ui"[  th-erehy infruence tbe per-

former'  s a" i" i ip i i ; ; -  ( ; i - ; ; ; - i "aiu""E'  6 bebavior '  )
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